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From the Presidents pen......

Once again we are well under way for another exciting year. As
you will be aware, our last meeting was the 2009 Annual General
Meeting and from this with we have four new Committee members
who have accepted nomination to replace two that have stood down

and add to the size of the Committee.

On behalf of the Club, I would like to thank the retiring Committee
members, Brent Nunns and Brian Johnson for their efforts and
welcome the four new members that have come on board. They
are Dave Calcinai. Willie Masters Scott Gardiner and Bruce

Cairns.+With four new people, | am certain we will see some new
ideas and enthusiasm to help keep the Club up to what we have

come to expect.

Alwyn.

2009

Once again our Branch hosted an Arms and Militaria Show and
this event was held in the Lower Hutt Horticultural hall. As most
of you will be aware the hall is rather large and a lot of planning
had to go into the layout and setting up of the Show but by 1:00
pm on the Friday Steve and the crew had most of the tables out
and space allocated for the vehicles that were to be displayed
indoors.

Numerous other members took up the task of assisting dealers
and display holders with unloading vehicles and preparing their
table displays and by 4:00pm the show was rapidly filling and
the displays were pretty well finalised.

Early on Saturday morning a low loader arrived with a Tank and
a Bren gun carrier and deposited these armoured machines on the
pavement outside the hall and that attracted a lot of interest and
helped to draw attention to the hall. Atopening time on Saturday
Maxine had a rush of people entering as the early birds looked
for that elusive bargain or two and from the start we had a steady
flow of people over both days.

The displays were many and varied and | must thank those who
made such a good effort, these included:- a large display of
New Zealand Hats, Helmets and Uniforms from 1890 Militaria
& Volunteer period, 1% and 2" World War period and early
\olunteers to late 19" Century. New Zealand Rifle Regimental
Badges 1911-21, NZ Mounted Rifles 1911-1944.

A 20mm Oerlikon Cannon, Vickers Gun and Bren Gun in realistic
operational settings

A large display of Polynesian and Micronesian fighting
instruments and Art.

A very extensive display of Naval Dirks, British Naval Swords
and British Military Swords.

Repro Armour suits with battle axes helmets. An interesting
display of Bairnsfather crockery and Art. Brass items including
Military marked kerosene blowlamps, soldering irons etc. A



magnificent display of shotgun reloading tools and accessories. An
extensive display of rifles including Martini Enfield, Martini Henry
and British Breechloading Small Arms including numerous models
of the Lee Enfield some with Grenade Launchers and other set up
as Target Rifles and Sniper configuration. A large display of Crested
Military China and China models of Military items such as tanks,
ships, hats etc. A comprehensive display of French Foreign Legion
medals hats, medals, badges and decorations etc. American WW2 Gl
issue items including numerous examples of the Garand semi auto rifle
and bayonets as well as various accessories and web items. A large
display of Military Helmets, mostly East European.

Adisplay of Light Machine Guns including a Bren Gun and a German
MG 34 each on anti aircraft tripods together with Sub Machine Guns
and assault rifles.

A display of small calibre automatic pistols. A pictorial display of
American Civil War items and an example of a Spencer Carbine.
The Spencer being the first successful repeating rifle ever made. A
colourful display of Prussian Picklehaube helmets with some 15 in
all on display, where would you see such a good display of these,
even world renouned museum Curators would have been surprised
at this lot.

Once again a massive amount of work has been put into the organization
of this event, and | must thank all of those involved. However, it was
noted that the usual people were doing most of the work and | would
like to see a few more club members making an effort to assist with
projects of this nature. Agood number of club members put on amazing
displays that attracted a lot of interest from the people attending the
show and lots of positive comments were made, with some suggesting
that this show was possibly one of the best they had seen.

We had several different shooting club exhibitions, and I understand
some have had positive enquiries from prospective new members
about joining their shooting sport.

It appeared that many of the traders did quite well and most have
expressed a desire to return again to another show in the future.

Abig thanks must go to the Lower Hutt police, who had regular patrols
around the hall and offered to help with security at the conclusion of
the show.

Alwyn.

Photos from the Arms & Militaria Fair
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As you will be aware we are well into cataloging items for our|

2009 auction. If you have any good quality items you wish to have

entered Into the club auction, please contact Steve.
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More photos from the Arms & Militaria
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SALE OF ARMY SURPLUS RIFLES

The end of an Era occurred on Saturday 7th March 2009. The NZ Army
sold off the last of the Lee Enfield training rifles, used by generations of
Army Cadets since the late 40’s. That the auction even took place is a
tribute to campaigning by the NZ Antique & Historical Arms Association
and others.

As a bit of history to this event, in 2008 the Army announced that they
were to stop using these rifles and called them all in from the respective
Cadet units. Then the Army announced that to comply with a UN mandate
all the rifles were to be destroyed. To me this was an amazing stance to
take as the rifles are not semi automatic and are not a military calibre,
plus these rifles have both historic and collectable value. Anyway, there
was a concerted campaign by the NZA&HAA and other organisations
to stop the destruction and have the rifles sold to collectors, and in the
end about 385 x .22s (285 x No 8s and 100 x no.9’s) and 150 x .303
No. 4 DP rifles were put up for auction at Turners.

The No. 8 has a heavy .22 barrel and a 5 shot magazine. The No. 9s are
much rarer and are No.4’s that have had the barrels bored out with a
.22 sleeve put in place and have a shell of a magazine. Both types had
a specially marked rear sight.

All the .22s had been evaluated by the Army’s Armourers and apparently
only the best were offered for sale. (It looked like about another 100
No.8s had been stripped and the woodwork sold as parts). Anyway all the
.22s | saw had excellent barrels. Amazing to think that these rifles were
60 years old and had potentially had thousands of rounds put through
them. Although some of the rifles had dents in the woodwork it shows

that a well cleaned .22 barrel will last for years.

The No. 4 DP rifles were all dissembled with firing pins cut back and
in many cases the firing pin hole brazed over. However, many of them
had near new barrels.

About 500 collectors from all over New Zealand turned up to the auction,
including many Wellington Branch members and all the rifles were sold
in the end. Overall | think everyone was impressed by the quality of
the rifles put up for sale. The top price of the day was over $1000 for
the best of the N0.9s, and by my calculations the auction generated over
$220,000..... so who says there’s a recession on eh?

Tony B.
KAAAAAAAAAAAARAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAhhhhhhhhiixixkx

Hunting & Fishing Lower Hutt have a special on PMC 7.62x39
There are two bullet types available

7.62x39 FMJ @$7.00 per 20

7.62x39 PSP @$15.00 per 20

This a sharp increase but he cases are reloadable.
Page 4

NDAELE

Llatie TN

PASSCHE

i

An excellent display is open at the National War Memorial in
Buckle Street Wellington titled Passchendaele — Fighting for
Belgium. This display only remains in Wellington until 13th April
and is open Monday to Saturdays 10am to 4.30pm, Sundays 12pm
to 4.30pm. A must see for those interested in WW1 history.

There is a photographic display with details of battlefields and the
carnage that took place in Belgium with a central display of relic
artifacts and modern art depicting battle conditions.

One point of note is that a new Memorial Museum to Passchendaele
has been established in the historic Castle of Zonnebeke and opened
in 2004, their brochure states - Zonnebeke and Passchendaele are
two little villages a stone’s throw from Ypres which is also on the
road to Tyne Cot Cemetery, the largest military cemetery of the
Commonwealth with 12,000 graves and an impressive memorial to
the missing. During the British attack in 1917 there were 500,000






