Flint & Cap

Newsletter of The New Zealand Antique Arms
Association Wellington Branch Inc.
P.O. Box 14-029

September Meeting.

Our September Buy, Sell, Swap, Trade meeting went off well
although did not achieve quite the same impact as in previous years.
Never-the-less by 11am there were a number of bargain hunters
waiting to see what was next to be unpacked with some rapid
bargaining before the hordes got to see what treasures they had
missed. On the sales tables there was everything from books to
videos, medals and badges, miscellaneous militaria items, reloading
supplies and equipment, ammunition, gun parts, rifles and shotguns,
hand tools and numerous other items. It never ceases to amaze me
with what comes out of the woodwork and finds its way to our Club
meetings.

Numbers were down a little with the absence of several regulars
and of course the loss of our stalwart supporter and past President
Ron Stewart. Frank and Vic spoke of memorable experiences they
had had with Ron in times gone by and Steve called for a moment
of silence to commemorate the memory of Ron. lan Rasmussen was
reported to be recuperating after a heart attack and was unable to
attend, Steve also expressed our best wishes for his recovery.

Once again Wayne had gone to the a lot of trouble to provide hot
sausage rolls, cheese and crackers and cake to keep the wolves at
bay and these went down well.
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Above. Some of our members examining the offering
at the Buy, Sell, Swap.

Below. An interesting pair of .303’s that one of our mem-
bers acquited recently complete with the old registra{
tion certificate.




A BORING SUBJECT

A CONVERSION CHART OF BORE OR
GAUGE SIZES TO INCHES.
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An enthusiastic supporter, we
recruit them young in this
Branch.

Below. A selection of items on dis-
play and for sale at the Septem-
ber meeting




Club Range Day - 10" October
Deerstalkers Range Kaitoke.

.22 Rifles - Shotguns — CentreFire Rifles
Set up from 9-00am to 9-30am.

First up will be .22 rifles, usual format. An informal practice/
sight in session followed by our specialty, an iron chicken match.
Second will be clay targets so bring a shotgun and plenty of
cartridges.

Finally will be centre fire rifles. Various targets and ranges will
be available for those who may want to try out any new
acquisitions etc.

Things to bring; Guns, ammo, warm clothing, ear protection, lunch
and a drink. Also extend invitations to any friends/family members
who might enjoy an interesting day out. We will also be trialling
some new events for the Christmas family fun day so shooters of
all abilities will be very welcome.

Alwyn
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Editorial

Members may recollect that our June Newsletter included a
report from our President Steve who reported that there had
been no change in the legal claim against the National President
and the National Association. He went on to say that it was a
great pity that all parties involved didn’t stop to consider the
effect on the rest of the collecting community before this whole
thing got out of hand. While it seems that there is still no progress
to report on the legal situation, our Steve is not the only one to
guestion the ethics of the parties involved. A letter to the Editor
of the September 2004 Antique Arms Gazette by a South
Canterbury member raises the very same sentiments that have
been expressed by Steve and members of our branch.
Unfortunately the rank and file members of the Association have
not been privey to details of the case and management has been
reticent about disclosure.

Until this whole sad episode is revealed in full and responsibility
apportioned there is little chance of returning to normal as it
seems that branches are ducking for cover and the National
Association is marking time and spending precious monetary
resources on what appears to be a no win situation. It must be
two years since this business blew up, surely it’s time that this
mess was sorted and the record put straight.

Ed
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Want to know who owned that Webley Wilkinson, Webley,
or pistols retailed by Army and Navy CSL.

Richard Milner has Webley, Wilkinson and Army & Navy CSL
records plus access to Army Officer’s service material.

Richard charges £30 plus a £7 cheque clearance fee for each letter.
(No VISAetc) You can risk sending cash by post, do not register
the letter as Richard reckons it just makes it more obvious to the
postal people.

Before you commit to sending money Email Richard at
rmol@merlin57.fsnet.co.uk to make certain he can assist.

Good luck - (from an anonymous contributor.)

Above and Below.
Items at the Buy, Sell, Swap meeting.

Some of our local experts !




Our Next Meeting

Sunday 3rd October 2004 — at the usual venue, Petone
Workingmen’s Club, Udy Street, Petone from 1.30pm.
Display theme for the meeting will be the letter A. A few
suggestions; Ammunition, Adams, Automatic, Anson &
Deeley, ACP, Airforce, American, Antique, Astra, Australian|

Reminders - other events of interest.

2m and 3" October - Auckland Arms Fair

10" October - Club Range Day - Kaitoke

16™ October -NZ Antique Arms Association Inc - Half Yearly
General Meeting. Christchurch

6™ and 7" November - Taranaki Gun Show

14" November - Wellington Branch Christmas Luncheon

21 November — Bus trip to Waiouru Military Museum

A very nice Pattern 53 musket that would grace any collection

Check your Firearms Licence expiry date.

More items avaliable at the Buy, Sell, Swap meeting

An 1874 presentation plate on a Snider rifle displayed and
won by Lance Cpl Sheppard




